
Fauquier County Public Schools  

News Release
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
March 17, 2017
Karen Parkinson, Coordinator of Information
Phone (540) 422-7031
kparkinson@fcps1.org

TAYLOR MIDDLE COLLECTS $2,400 FOR AHA
During February, Taylor Middle School students participated in Hoops for Heart, a fundraiser event geared at 

raising awareness about heart health and safety while also raising funds for the American Heart Association (AHA).  
Students collected money throughout the month and took part in a culminating event on Friday, Feb. 17, in their 

regularly scheduled physical education classes. The event included four basketball-related stations with an interesting 
heart fact designating each station. 

“All the students had a blast working together in teams and celebrating their accomplishment of raising an 
astounding $2,400 for the American Heart Association,” said Ron Watkins, Taylor Middle’s health and physical education 
department chair. Watkins said he was excited to be able to bring this fun and educational opportunity to the students 
while also providing them the opportunity to raise money for a worthy cause. “It’s important that these kids learn how to 
take care of their hearts now while they’re young,” he said. “We’re trying to teach them the benefits of a heart-healthy 
lifestyle and to help them develop habits that will keep their hearts strong for years to come. To be able to support the 
American Heart Association in the process was such an excellent opportunity for these students. We as a P.E. department 
and an entire school are very proud of them.”

Watkins also expressed appreciation to his P.E. staff members – Amy Carlson, Richard Carpenter, and Judy Poland 
– for their assistance and support during the project. He extended a special thanks to the sixth, seventh and eighth grade 
students who spent time talking about heart health and collecting donations. 

“Taylor Middle School is proud of the impact they are making on the community,” he said.  
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